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PRACTICE NEWS

OPENING 2ND OFFICE 
IN PANAMA CITY!

Our friend and colleague, Dr. Ben Hasty of Advanced Eye Care in 
Panama City retired earlier this year after 32 years in practice. Upon 
his retirement, he sold his practice to Ascend Vision Partners, a private 
equity group who recently made the decision to close this practice. 
With Dr. DeCubellis joining our team, and our State Avenue office being 
limited to housing one provider at a time, we seized the opportunity to 
purchase a second Panama City location and are due to open this second 
location in the Fall. More details to come! 

PHYSICIAN & STAFF NEWS

DR. FORTIN ANNOUNCES 
RETIREMENT SET FOR THIS FALL

Dr. John Fortin, co-founder of Eye Center South, 
announced his retirement effective November 19, 
2025. He stopped traveling to our Andalusia office 
on August 7th. Dr. Fortin is a beloved member 
of our medical staff and equally treasured by his 
patients. His impact on our organization is immense 
and we will miss his unique skillset and charming 
personality. Even after 45 years in practice in 
south Alabama, his beautiful French accent made 
us all swoon. 

Dr. Ron Swendris has announced his retirement 
effective October 19, 2025. We are incredibly 
grateful for the care he has provided throughout 
his time with our practice in both Dothan and 
Andalusia and wish him all the best as he begins 
this exciting next chapter. If you have referred a 
patient to Dr. Swendris, please note that our team 
will be personally reaching out to all his patients 
to discuss the appropriate transition of care. If you 
have any questions regarding this transition, 
please call 334-793-2211 for assistance. 

DR. RON SWENDRIS 
ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

ECS DOTHAN WINS FOUR 
BEST OF WIREGRASS AWARDS

We are honored that the Dothan community 
nominated and voted us “Best of the Wiregrass” 
in the following Four categories: Best Cataract 
Surgery, Best Eye Surgery, Best Ophthalmology 
Clinic and Best Ophthalmologist (Dr. Sebastian 
Heersink). In addition, Dr. Marius Heersink was 
voted “Favorite” in Best Ophthalmologist category, 
and Dr. Richard Bryant was voted “Favorite” in the 
Best Plastic Surgeon category. We are grateful to 
the Wiregrass community for trusting us as the 
area’s top provider of specialty eyecare.

ECS MONTGOMERY FINALIST IN 
BEST OF RIVER REGION AWARDS

Thank you to the Montgomery community for voting us as a finalist 
in the recent Best of River Region Awards hosted by the Montgomery 
Advertiser held July 9th. 

ECS PANAMA CITY IS A FINALIST IN 
THE UPCOMING BEST OF BAY AWARDS
Thank you to the Panama City community for nominating and voting 
us as a finalist in the upcoming Panama City News Herald “Best of Bay” 
Awards in two categories: Best Eye Care Professional (Dr. Bansagi) and 
Best Eye Clinic. The awards gala will be held September 9th at the 
Boardwalk Hotel in Panama City. Wishing our colleagues also nominated 
in this contest best of luck! 

          GIFT OF SIGHT UPDATE 
Thank you for the applications for Gift of Sight! This complimentary 
community program has provided vital vision services to people in 
need without medical insurance. We appreciate your partnership and 
participation in recommending this program to your patients who are 
eligible. All approved applicants are in the evaluation/surgery scheduling 
process. Dr. Sebastian Heersink and Dr. Marius Heersink will be 
performing all surgeries this month. We will provide updates back 
to those of you whose patients were accepted for surgery. 

Thank you to each of you who faithfully referred to Dr. Fortin. Upon 
his retirement, please refer retina patients to Dr. Harsha Sen in Dothan. 
If you need any assistance regarding referrals or transition of care, 
please call 334-793-2211 and press “4” for expedited service. 

Alexander DeCubellis, M.D.
Cataract & Laser Refractive 

Surgeon & Glaucoma Specialist

We are excited to announce Dr. Alexander DeCubellis 
began his practice with us on August 4th. He will
practice primarily in the Destin office and travel to 
our Panama City office once per week. His specialties 
include comprehensive ophthalmology, cataract 
surgery, refractive surgery, and minimally invasive 
glaucoma surgery. We offer a big thank you to our 
Destin colleagues who joined us for dinner on 
August 7th at Ruth’s Chris Steak House to welcome 
him. For our Panama City colleagues, stay tuned for 
an invite to a welcome dinner at the Grand Marlin 
on September 10th at 6 p.m. 

We’ve scheduled visits to many of your offices in the coming weeks to 
personally introduce Dr. DeCubellis to your team. If you’d like to request 
a personal visit, please reach out to Kim Smith at 334-798-5714. Learn 
more about Dr. DeCubellis here. We are happy to provide your office 
with referral pads, bio cards and business cards.

Mark your calendar for the 37th Eye Education Foundation Continuing 
Education Symposium, Feb. 6 – 8, 2026, Alfa Building, National Peanut 
Festival Fairgrounds. The Alfa Building has undergone additional 
renovations since last year to include: a new entrance and foyer area, 
handicapped accessible parking, a wheelchair accessible ramp, new 
men’s/women’s restroom and updated lighting features. These upgrades 
will make the seminar more comfortable and enjoyable for all guests. 
We hope to see you there!  

Sign up at www.eyeeducationfoundation.net

Follow us on Facebook @EyeEducationFoundation 
for updates throughout the year.

SAVE THE DATE
FEB. 6-8, 2026

Ron Swendris, MD
Glaucoma Surgeon

Due to both Dr. Fortin and Dr. Ron Swendris’s upcoming retirements, 
we made the difficult decision to no longer operate from this office. 
Our last day in Andalusia was on August 7th. Our team notified all 
patients under treatment in Andalusia and transitioned their care 
to other providers in the community or to our providers in Dothan. 
If you have any questions about the transition of care plans for 
Andalusia patients, please call 334-793-2211. 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
ON ANDALUSIA OFFICE

• Dr. Fortin, Dr. Bryant and Dr. Ludwig no longer travel
to the Destin, FL office

• Dr. Bryant practices exclusively from Dothan, AL office
• Dr. Bryant no longer sees orbital fractures, thyroid eye disease 

or Medicaid patients
• He has new openings on his schedule for blepharoplasty 

and growth patients.
• Dr. Ludwig rotates through the Dothan and 

Panama City offices
• Dr. Moring (Dothan) no longer accepts scleral lens evaluations
• Our Dothan office no longer sees inmate patients

HOT TAKES

Sebastian Heersink, MD
Cataract, Cornea and 

Laser Vision Correction Surgeon

Marius Heersink, MD
Cataract, Refractive and

 Laser Vison Correction Surgeon

Richard Bryant, MD
Oculofacial Plastic Surgeon

S. Douglas Owens, M.D., 
Glaucoma and 

Cataract Surgeon

Zsolt Bansagi, MD
Cataract and

 Refractive Specialist

Anthony Leoncavallo, MD
Glaucoma and 

Cataract Specialist

John Fortin, MD
Retina and 

Vitreous Specialist


